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J^\ alNilt.wc 8€« you no more forever?'' Cbe ttttle eoft A Md> 
€V«d stranger ettopcd a hand into one fMnd of eadv and drew 
mem doeer»and Lffe and Love wallicd on wftf> ft between tbenu 
Hnd when Life todked down fn aiMirfef^ tht eaw ber tears 
reflected fn fts soft ej^es* Hnd wf)en Cove» mad wftf> f)afn» cried 
o«^ "X am weary, X am wearyl X can journey no fura>er* Cbe 
Ugbt fs alt bebfnd, tbe dark Is alt before^" a Uttle rosy finger 
pofnted wbere tbe smtkbt lay upon tbe billskles. Hlways fts 
large eyes were sad and tboiqibtfut: always tbe tfttle brave 
moutb was smiling quietly* 

Qlben on fbe sbarp stones Lffe cut ber f ee^ be wiped tbe Mood 
upon bis garments* and kissed tbe wounded feet wltf> bis little 
lips. Qlben In tbe desert Hove lay down faint (for Hove Itself 
grows fafnt)»be ran over tbe bot sand wfd> bis tfttle naked fce^ 
and even tbere In tht desert found water In tbe boles In tbero^ 
to moisten Lov^s lips wlti)» Be was no burden— be never welgbted 
tbem; be only belped tbem forward on thdt |oumey* 
Qlben tbey came to tbe dark ravine wbere tfjie ldcl» bang from 
tbe rodis— for Love and Life must pass tbrougb strange drear 
placcsr-ti)ere» wbere all Is cold, and Ibe snow lies iMdk, be took 
tbdr freeing bands and bdd tbem against bis beating llttie 
bear^ and warmed tbem— and softly be drew tbem on and on* 
Hnd wben tbey came beyond. Into tbe land of sunsbfne and 
flowers, strangely tbe great c3MS 1ft up, and dfimples broke out 
on Ibe face. Brigbtly laug^>ing. It ran over tht soft grass; gath- 
ered honey from the hollow tree, and brought ft tbem on tht 
palm of fts band; carried tbem water in tbe leaves of tbe lUy, 
and gathered flowers and wreathed tbem round their beads^ 
softly laughing all tbe while. Be touched tbem as their loy had 
touched tbem, but his fingers duns more tenderly. 
80 they wandered on, Ibrough the dark lands and the lights 
always with that Uttle brave smiling one between tbem. Some- 
times they remembered that first radiant loy, and whispered to 
themselves, ''OhI could we but find him also!" 
Htlast ti)ey came to where Reflection sits; that straiMeold 
woman who has always one elbow on her knee» and her diin f n 
her hand, and who steals light out of tbe past to shed ft on tbe 
future. 

Hnd Lffe and Love cried out; ''O wise onel tell us; when first 
we met, a lovely radiant thing belonged to us— ^MiMM without 



a tact, euiMMiM wftf)out * efNkk* Obi bow dfd we efn tbat we 
loot ft? Qlbcrc ebatl we go tbat we may ftnd ft?'' 
Hiid 8b^ tbe wfee old woimuv answered, ''Co baw ft badi, wftt 
you gfw up tbat wbfd) walliB beefde you now?" 
Hnd fn agony Love and Lffe erfed, **ii9\** 
**&eH up tbtol" eafd Lffe. ''Olben tbe tborns bave pferecd nM» 
wbo wftt audi ti)e pofeon out? Qlben van bead tbrobe» wbo wftt 
tay f>f8 tfny bands upon ft and stftt tbe beatfiM? In tbe cotdand 
tot darfi, wbo wftt warm my freezfiM beart?*^ 
Hnd Love erfed out; ''Better tet me «e! Qiftboutloy X cantfve; 
wftbout ti>fs I cannot Let me rati)er dfe» not lose ftl" 
Hnd tbe wfse Old woman answered, "O fools and btfndl Qlbat 
you once bad fs tbat wbicb you fxive nowl Wbtn Love and Lffe 
ft rst meet * radfant tMiw fs bom, wftbout a sbade. Qlben tbe 
roads begfn to rouglMi, vmen tbe mades beafn to darhcn, wboi 
tbe days are bard, and tbe nfgbts cold and long tben ft bcgfns 
to cbange* Love and Lffe wftt net see ft wftt not know ft— tftt 
one day ti)cy start up suddenly, cryfng, 'O €odI O €odI we 
bavetostftfOlbere fs ft?' Cbey do not understand tbat tbey 
could not carry tf)e lau^^bfng tmng uncbanged fnto tf)e desert 
and tbe frost and tbe snow* Gbey do not fcnow tbat wbat walks 
be^de Ibem stftt fs ti)e Jay grown older, Cbe grav^ sweet ten- 
der tbfng-^warm fn cotoest snows, brave fn tbe dreariest deserts 
~fts name fs Sympatby; ft fs tbe fkrfect Love." 
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the elMdow of imir own bead* C»-morrow imi wflt forget bcr,** 
beeakL 

Dllt tO-mOrrOWy ftiM lO-mOrrOWf sIKI f9*i1101TOw ulC MnlCcr 

w$Xtud alone* De eougbt f n the forest and f n tht woodaJey the 

takes and among tht rmhto, but be could not ffnd ber* ne sbot 

no more wfld fowl; wbat trere tbev to bfml 

""CObat ails bim?'' said bis comrades. 

**fk is mad,^ said one. 

**f^c, but be is worse»^ said anotber; ''be would see tbat wf)id> 

none of us bave seen, and make bimself a wonder*^ 

** Comt, let us forswear bis companj^,'' said all. 

80 tbe bunter walked alone. 

One nigb^ as be wandered in tbe sbad^ ytry beart-«ore and 

weepings an eld man stood before bim, grander and taller tban 

tbe sons of men. 

''Qlbo are you?'' asked tbe bunter. 

''X am QlisdomJ^ answered tbe Old man; ''but some men call 

me Knowledge* HU mv life X hxvt grown in tbese ^nUlcys; but 

no man sees me till be bas sorrowed mucb. Cbe eyes must be 

wasbed wilb tears tbat are to bd>old me; and, accor di ng as a 

man bas suffered, X speak.'' 

Hnd tbe bunter cried— 

"Of^ you wi)o baiw lived bere so long, tdl me, wbat Is tlMt 

great wild bfnl X hk-vt seen sailing in tbe blue? Oxy would 

mpt me brieve sbe is a dream; tbe sbadow of my own bead." 

Cbe old man smiled. 

".Der name is Crutb. De wbo bas once seen ber never rests again. 

Cai deatb be desires ber." 

Hnd tbe bunter cried— 

"Obr tell me wbere X may find ber?" 

But tbe man said— 

**Jfcn bave not suffered enougb," and went 

Cben tbe bunter took from bis breast tbe sbuttte of Xmaginatfoiv 
and wound on it tbe tlwead of bis QKsbes; and all nigbt be sat 
and wove a net. 

Xn tbe momiiM be spread tbe golden net open on tf)e ground^ 
and into it be tbrew a few grains of creduli^, wlHcb bis fatbcr 
bad left bim, and wf>id> be kept in bis breast-pocket. Cbey were 
like wf)itepuffballs, and wben vou.trod on tbem a brown dust 

flew out Gben be sat by to see wbat would bappen. Ox first tlMt 
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be sang a bcaiittfut eonsf—^H buimiKOod! a buman-Godl a 
iMimaiHBedl'' ft aang. Che eceond tiMt came was Mack A mys- 
tkal» wttf) dafli» lovdy cy«s» that looked fnto the depths of yom 
80«1» and he sang onl]^ tms— ''Xnnnortatityl'' 
9nd the hunter took timn hoth hi his arms» for he said— 
''Chej^ are our^ cf the heaiitffiil famtty of Cnrth." ^ 

Chen canw another^ green and gold^ who sang {n a shrftl i^oCe^ 
tike one crykM hi the marketflaeie— ^Reward after Death! 
Reward after Death I " 
HndhesaSd— 

''^oii are not so fair; hut you are fair too^" and he took ft 
Hnd others canwr hrfa|htlv colored, sfngfng pleasant songs, till 
alt the grains were ffnfsoed. Hnd the hunter gathered all hfs 
hfrds together, and built a strong Iron cage called a new crced» 
and put all hfs Wrds In It. 
Chen the people came about dancing and singfng* 
''Oh, happy hunterr they cried* ''Oh^ wonderful manl Oh^ 
daightful hlrdsIOh^ lovely songsP 
fvo one asked where the birds had come from, nor how nwy had 
been cau ght bu t they danced and sang befbrc them. Hnd the 
hunter too was glad, for he said— 

''durely Cruth Is among them. In time she will molt her feath- 
ers, and X Shall see her snow-white fdrm." 
But ti)e time p ass ed, and the people sang and danced; but the 
hunter's heart grew hea^* De crept atone, as of old, to weep; 
the terrible desire had awakened again In his breast One day, as 
he sat atone weeping. It chanced that Qlfsdom met hfm. Tk told 
the old man what l)e iMd done. 
Hnd Qlfsdom smiled sadlv* 

''Iffany men," he said, ''haw spread that net fdr Cruth; but 
they hsH, nerer found her. On the grains of credulity she will 
net feed; in the net of wishes lier feet cannot be held; in the air 
of these alleys sf)e wUl not breathe. Che l»ircls you Imw caught 
are of the brood of Lies. Lovely and beautiful, but stUl ties; 
xjtmXi nnowsiDem not 
Hnd the hunter cried out In bitterness^'' 
"Hnd must X then sit stUl to be devoured of ti>is great burning?'' 
Hnd the Old man said— 
"Listen, and in that you have suffered much and wept much, X 
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will tcti you wfMt X Imow* De iwf)o 8ct8 out to aiarch for Croth 

mifot iaevt tiMse alleys of aupcratttfon forever, taking witf> 

Mm not om ebrcd that baa bdonged to tficni* Htone be nnwt 

tvandcr down into tJ)c Land of Hboohite ffcsation and Dmiat; 

be nniot aMde thtm be muat rcaiat temptation; wben tbc U^ 

breaks be must arise and follow it into tht country of dry emft- 

abine. €be momrtaina of atem reality will riae before bbn; be 

muat clfnd> tbem; beyond tbem liea Cnrtb." 

''Hnd be wiU bold ber faatl be wiU boU ber in bia bandal" tbe 

nuncer cneo* 

Qliadom abook Ma bead. 

**Jit will nerer aee ber» ncttr bold ber* Cbe time ia not yet." 

''Cben tbere ia no bope?** cried tbe bmrter* 

^Gbere ia tbia»'' aaid Qliadom* ''Some men bave dfmbed on 

tboae mowitaina^^nde above cirde of bare rock tbey baveanted; 

and wandering toercy in tooae Mgb rMiona, aome bave chanced to 

pint np on tbe ground one wMte» aifver f eadwr dropped from 

tbe wing of Crutb. Hnd it abaU come to paaar" aaid toe old man, 

raialntf bi m fl c If wwtKt J f a H v and ao iw t i nff with Ma finaer to tbc 

aky, 'Ht aballcome to paaa» tbat, wben men^dt tboeeailwr 

f eatocra aball bave been gatfiered by tbe banda of men. Mid aball 

oapc ocen woven mvo a cotcl ana me cora mwo a ne^ vuk m vnac 

net CruCb may be optured. Holbing but Crutb can boldCrutf>»'' 

Cbe bunter aroae. ^ will go^** be aald* 

But QUadom detained Mm. 

''I^rkyou wdlr-wbo kavca tbeae vallm ncta retuma to 

roem»C fougbbea bouMweeptearaofbloodaevendyaAni^(jits 

upon tbe confiuea, be can never put Ma foot acroaa tbem* Iveft'~~ 

toey are left forever. CIpoii tbe road wbid) you would travd tbere 

ia no reward offered, ulbo goea» goca f r ee l y f or tbe great love 

tbat ia in Mm. Cbe work ia Ma reward." 

''X go^** aaid tbe bunter; ^but upon tbe mountaina, teU me» 

wMcb patb abaU X take?" 

''X am tbe cMU of Cbe-HccumulatedXnowUdtoe^-Hgca," aaid 

tbe man: ''I can walk onlv wth e r e manv men nave trodden. On 

tbeae mountaina few feet bave paaaed; eacb man atrikca out a 

patb for Mmaelf . De goca at Ma own pcrU: my voice be bcara no 

morca Ju imy rouo'w aiiicr uump vm jl csnnof go ocrow Dmu 

Own Kiio#lcd0(iHiiiiBMda 

to 



was eovcrcd wfth dndcra. Ht every step Ma foot eanli fii» and a 

fiiw doiid of fmpalpabk aefMsflcw up firto Me faee; andtt was 

dafiL 80 f)c sat down upon a stone and buried bis face in liis 

bands, to wait in tbat land of Negation and Denial tttl tbe ligbt 

came* 

Hnd it was nigbt in bis beart also. 

Onhi from tbe marsbcs to f>is r^|f)t and left cotd mists arose 

and closed -about f>ini* H fine, iin p meptl ble rain feltin ti)e darlt» 

and great drops gatlwed on Ms bair and dodMS. IMs beart beat 

slowly, and a numbness c ryt t lwougb all Ms limbs* Cben, looli- 

ing up^ two merrv wisp li^pits came danrfiM* Jle lifted Ms bead 

to looit at u)em* ficarer, nearer tbey came* 00 warm, so br^jlji, 

tbey danced like stars of fire. Cbey stood before Mm at last. 

fVom tbe center of tbe radiating flame in one loehed out a 

woman's Hu, laugfyitM, dimpUd, witb strcamina yellow fNiir* 

In tfK center of tot otber were merry lanflMnsr ripples, lili| tbe 

bubbles on a glass of wine. Cbey danced before Mm* ' 

''Qlbo are you," asfced tbe bunter, **^iibo alone come to me in my 

solitude and darflmess?'' 

^Qle are tbe twins 8enaualfty,''tbey cried. ^ Our fitber'sname 

is Khnnan-flaturc and our molber's name is 6xmss. CDe are as 

old as tbe MUs and rivers, as old as tbe first man; but we 

never die," tiwy langbed. 

''Olh let me wrap my arms about you 1" cried tbe first; ''tlMy 

are soft and warm. Your beart is froosen now, but X will make 

it beat. 01^ come to meP 

''X will pour my bot life into vou," said tbe second: ^your brain 

is numb^ and your limbs are dead now ; but tbey sball live witb 

a fierce, free life. Ob, let me pour it in 1" 

''Ob^ follow us," thir cried, ''and live witb us. ffoUer bearts 

tban yours bave sat bere in tMs darfmcss to wai^ and tfwy bave 

come to us and we to tfrnn; and tbey fMve ncttr left us, never* 

HU else is a ddusion, but we are real, we are reat Oiitb is a 

sbadowt tbe vallevs of superstition are a farce; tiM cartb is of 

aslMS, tbe trees allrottm; but we— f e el us^-welivel Twonnot 

doubt us. ftA U8^ bow warm we arel Oh, come to usi Come 

witbusl" 

Nearer and nearer round Ms bead tbey bovered, and tbe cold 

drops melted onMsforebcad*OMbrigl)tligl)tsbotintoMseyca^ 

daalbig Mm, and tbe frozen Mood b^^ to run* Hnd be 
la 



**Y*^i wfyj^ efcoiild X 4fc here fn tMe awful davftmee? Zht^ are 
warm, th€y mdt iny froecn Uoodl" and fw atretdKd out lite 
fNiiKto to tanc tiMtn* 

Cbcn f n a iii ciniiit then arose befdre htm tbt image of tht tMiig 
be f»d l0ved» and Me fwnd dropped to Ms slde» 
**Oh, tome to usl" tbejr cried* 
But he buried Ms fM)e» 

**Y^io d»z3^ my €p€B,** he criid, ''you malie my heart warm) 
but you cannot otve me what X de^bre. X wfU wait iMre-^wait 
tiUXdicGor 

Ik covered Ms face with Ms hands and would not listen; and 
when he loolied up again th€f were two twinliting stars^ that 
vanlsiMdin nie distance* 
nnd tbt longy long n^|ht rdlled on* 

HU who baw the valley of su p ersti t i on pass tiwough that darft 
land; but some go through it in a few days» some linger tbtn 
for niontf>s» some for ycars» and some die tiwre* 
Ht last for the hunter a faint light played along the horison, 
and he rose to follow it; and he reamed tiMt l^^ at last» and 
s tepped i nto the broad sunslyine* Chen before f>im rose tfk 
alm^gfhty mountains of Dry^tcts and Realities* die dean sun> 
4»ine played on timn» and nM tops were lost in the douds*Ht 
tht foot many paths ran up. Jm oeuttant cry burst from the 
hunter* Re cf)ose the s tra ^fh t i est A b«gw to dimb; and therodw 
and ridgw resounded with Ms soiw*Chq^l>ad exa gg e r a ted; after 
alt» it was not so Irfgl^ nor was me road so sttepiH few days» 
a few weclio^ a few months at most» and tlMi tiie topi Hot one 
featfMT only would be picfied up; he would gather all that o^mt 
men had fa un d — w ea i>e ti>e n e t— c apt ure Cruti>— hold her f>st— 
toun> her with Ms hands cljisp Im^I 
Ik bnighed in the merry sunshine, and sang loud* Tictory was 
ifcry near* Nevertfiekskafter a yjM Je tlw pathgrew steeper* 
Re needed all Ms breath for clinibiiM» and the singing died away* 
On the r^fht and left rose f)uge rodiSr devoid of li«en or mess» 
and in tht tava^flie earth chasms yawned* Rere andtl>ere he saw 
a sheen of wf>ite bones. Kow too tin path began to grow less A 
less marfied; tlmi it became a mere trace, win> a foot-marh here 
and tlMre; tbtn it ceased altogether* Re sang no more, but struni 
forth a path for Mmsdf, until he reached a niigMy wall of rocn, 
smooth and without broli, s tretch in g as far as the eye could 
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ace ''X wot rt» a stofr agafnat ft; and once tfife wall dfmlbcd, 
X sfNiU be altneet there,'' be aaid hravety; and werlied. Qntb Ms 
efwttk of fmigtiMtioii be diM out etence; but batf of tbem 
wouU not ftt^ md batf a montb^e work would 1^ down becaoee 
ti>oee below were fll cboeen. But tbe hunter werlied on» eayfnff 
always to bfnwelf, ''Once tbls wall cUndwd, X sbatl be almost 
there. Chto great work endcdP 

Ht last be came out upon the tep^ and he loofied about hfm. fut 
bdow rolled the whtte mist over the iMllns of snperstftlon» and 
above him towered the mountains* Chey bad seemed low beforti 
vocy were or an mnneasuraoic ueinui now, rrom crown lo Foun* 
datfon surrounded by walls of rodi» that rose tier above tier in 
m^lM^ circles, apon them played ti)e eternal sunshine* Ik uttered 
a wild cry. De bowed Mnwelf on to ti)e eartfi^ and When be rose 
Irfs Awe was white. Xn absolute silence he walked on. Ik was 
very ^lent now. Xn those h^ regions the rarefied air is hard to 
breathe by those bom in the vallQWi every breath he drew hurt 
Mm, A the blood oozed out from the tips of Ms fingers. Before 
tl>e next wall of rock be beoan to w o r k . Cbe hrffll>t of this seeme d 
infinite, and he said nombM. Che sound of hw tool rang night 
and day upon tiie iron roots into wf>id> lie cut steps. Y<mps 
passed over Mm, yet he worficd on; but the waU towered up 
always above Mm to heaven, oometimes he prayed that a little 
moss or Ud)en might spring up on those bare walls to be a oom- 

Sinion to Mm; but ft never came* 
nd the years rolled on: he counted them by the steps he had 
cut— a few for a year— -ontv a few. Ik sang no more; he said no 
mor^ ''X will do this or tbaf— he only worlied. Hnd at nighty 
when the twil^jht settled down, there l o oi i ed out at Mm from 
Hk boles and crevices in tin rocks strange wild faces. 
''Stop your worfi, you lonely man, and speak to us,'' they cried. 
"Jtty salvation is in worfi. Xf X should stop but for one moment 
you would creep down upon me," he replied. Hnd they pA out 
their long necks further. 

"Look down into the crevice at your f eet^" tliey said. "Bee what 
lie t l ) e re—wl> ite bonesigB brave A strong aman as youdknbed 
to tiMse rodis. Hnd be looked up. Ik saw there was no uae in 
striving; be would newt hold Cruth, never see her, never find 
her. 80 he lay down here, for he was "vixy tired. Ik went to 
sleep forever. Ik put Mmeelf to sleep. Bleep is very tranquil* 



^en «re not londjr iwfwn you arc aalcas^ ncMKr do your iNuids 
M^ nor i^ovr bcait.'' Hiid the fNmtar uuglMd b(tw«ai 1^ 
''IHw X torn from mf heart all that tpas dearest; haw X wan- 
dered alone fn the land of night; haw X related temptation; 
have X dwelt where the vokt of mf Mnd Is never heard» and 
labored alone» to tie down and be food for i^our ye harpies?'' 
De laughed fiercely; and the €d)oes of Despair sbrnli away» for 
the launh of a hrav^ strong heart is a death-Uow to ihtnu 
Nevertheless thQT crept oiit i^in and loofud at him* 
**Do you hnow mat yom* hair is white?'' they said* ''that yoor 
hands begin to tremhU like a dilUfs? Do vou see that the ooint 
of your wiittle is gone?— it is cradled already. Xf you should 
ever dHnb this stair," they said, ** it will be your last y[ou will 
never dHnb another," 

Hnd he a n s wered, ''X hnow itl" and worked on. 
Che Old, thin hands cut the stones ill and faggedly, for tin fin- 
gers were stiff and bent Zht beauty and mt str en g th of the 
man were gone. 

Ht last *n old, wizened. Shrunken face looked out above the 
rodis. Xt saw the eternal mountains riee with walls to the wf>ite 
clouds; but its work was done. 

Che old hunter folded his tired hands and 1^ down by the prtc- 
ifiu wfHre he had woriicd away his life. Xt was the Sleq>ing 
time at last Bdow him over tht valleys rolled the tl>idi white 
mist Once it broke; and through the gap the dying eves leelied 
down on tl)e trees A fidds of tmir diildhood. from anr seemed 
borne to him the cry of his own wild birds, and he heard the 
noise of people singing as they danced. Hnd fie thought Ik heard 
among them the voiee of his old comrades; and he saw far off 
tht sunlight shine on his early home. Hnd great tears gathered 
in th€ hunter's eyes. 

''Hh! they who die there do not die alone!" he cried. 
Chen tbt mists rolled together again; and he turned his eyes 
away. 

''X have sought'' he said, ''for long years X have labored; butX 
have not found her. X have not rested, X have not repined, and X 
have not seen her; now my stre iig U ) is gone. Qihere X lie down 
worn out other men wHI stand, young and freSh. By the steps 
that X have cut they will dhnb ; by the stairs that X have built 
they will mount Chey wUl never know tfK name of the man who 
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imck tirnn. Ht the dgimv work tiiejp wflt bugi); when the atoms 

roU tfecy wHt curac me. But tbcy wUt mount, and on nn work; 

tbey wul dfanb, and by nq^ stairl Cbcy will find kcr, and 

tbrougb mcl Hnd no man tivctb to bfanaelf, and no man dkd) 

toMmactf." 

Ok tears rolkd from bcncatb tiK ainrfveled e;>eUds. If Cnitb 

bad appeared al>ove Mm <n the clouds now fee couM not liavc 

seen bir, tbt mtot of death was fn bis cjks. 

"My soul hears tbcfr glad step comta^t," be said; "and tbcjr 

sball mounti tbey sbatl moontl" He raised Ms sbrivcled band 

toMsms. 

Cben slowly from tbc wbite sky above, tbrongb tbe sttll air, 

came something falling, falling, falling. Softly it fliittaed down, 

and dropped on to tbc breast of tbe aftna man. De fctt it with 

bis bancb. It was a feather. Re died botdfiig it. 



i6 



Cbe Gardens of pleasure 
Life'8 Gifts 




fi€ waXhid upon tht beds, and tfw sweet tid» 
eeent aroec; and ebc sati)cred her hande fuU 
of flowers. Cben Duty* with Ms wfctte clear 
features, came and todhed at her* Cben She 
ceased front «(a1l)er{n9, but she wallwd away 
among the flowers, smftfng, and wftb ber 
bands fulL 

€ben Duty, wftb Ms stttt wMte fatt, came 
again, and toolted atber; but Sbe,Sbe turned ber bead away from 
b«m* Ht last sbe sawMs fac^and Sbe dropped tbe fairest of tbe 
flowers sbe bad beld, and walfied silently away* 
Cbcn again be came to ber* Hnd sbe moaned, and bent ber bead 
tow, and turned to tbe gate. But as Sbe went out sbe looked back 
at tbe sunl^lbt on tbe faces of tbe flowers, and wept In angulsb* 
Cben sbe went out^ and ft sbut bd>ind ber twevtr; but still in 
ber band sbe beld of tbe buds sbe bad gathered, and tbe scent 
was verv sweet in tbe lonely desert 

But be followed ber* Once more be stood before ber wftb Ms 
stfll, wMte, deatb4{ite ^ucHnd sbe knew wbat be bad come for: 
sbe unbent tbe fingers, and let ti)e flowers drop out tht flowers 
sbe bad loved s^ and walked on wfti)Out tbem, witb dry, ad>fng 
eyes. Cben for tbe last tfme be eame. Hnd sbe showed nfm ber 
empty bands, tbe bands that held notMng now* But stfll be 
locked. Cben at letMtb she opened ber bosom and took out of ft 
one small flower she bad bidden there, and lafd ft on tbe sand* 
8he bad notbfng more to gfve now,and she wandered away, and 
the gray sand whirled about ber* 

8HSI a woman sIcMfng* Xn her steep she 
dreamt Life stood before her,and beld in each 
band a gifl— in tbe one Love, in the otf)er free- 
dom* Hnd she said to the woman, '^Cboosel'* 
Hnd tbe woman waited long: and she said, 
^IfVeedom!** 

Hnd Life said; ''Chou bast welt chosen* If 
thou badst said, 'Love,' X would have given 
thee tfMt thou didst aSk for; and X would have gone from the^ 
and returned to thee no more. Now, tbe day will come when X 
shall return. Xn that day X shall bear both gifts in one band.** 
X beard tbe woman laugh in her sleep. 
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In a f ar-Off «lorld 
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MftairwasMowin&andlbeaaadgUttmd on ttcbcackeiK 
ran ileng tiM amoora aiiort, tliea aadtkal)) abc stood stOL Out 
acroee tnc water tbere was somctMng iiie«big,8lK shaded bcr 
c]MS and loehcd. It was a boat; tt was sliding swiftly over tbt 
moonlit watxr oat to sea. One stood npriglit in it: tlK face the 
moonligiit did net aiiow, but tiw figare she Imew. It was pass- 
ing swtfllv; it seemed as if no one propelled it; the moonlMrt's 
sMmmer old not let her see dttaly, and tiK boat was far from 
sboR, but it seemed almost as if tliere was anotiier figare sit- 
ting in Uk stem. 0wter A faster it glided over the water away, 
away. 8t)t ran along tfM shore; she came nearer to it. Che gar- 
ment she bad held dose fluttered open; she st r cm wd oiit her 
arms, and the moonliglit shone on her long, loose hair. 
Chen a voice beside her w hi sp e red, "Slhat is it?" 
8he cried, "OKthmybtral I bought th e bwt ^ all gifts for 
him. I have come to bring it fyimi In is going from mel" 
Che voice whispend sofHy, "'Your prayer was answered. It has 
been given hiw . 
She cried, "Olhat is it?" 

Che voice answered, "It is that he might leave you." 
Che girl stood still, 
fte out at sea the boat was lost to sight beyond the moonlight 



Che voice apohe softly, "Hrt thou contented?" 

8he said, "I am contented." 

Bt her feet the waves broke in long ripples softly on the shore. 
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Cbree Dreams in a Desert 
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Hnd f)c Mid, ^Cbfs to woiwm; ebc tlwt beam men In bcr bo^** 
Hndl mld,^QIbydoc8 8bcti( bcrc .motfonkae wftb tbc eand 
piled round bcr?'' 

Hnd he answered, ''E'feten, X will tell ycnl Bgt» and ages Ions 
tht has lain here^ and the wind Ims Mown oiver Imt, Gbe oldest, 
oldest^ oldest man living Ims never seen Imt move: tf>e oldest^ 
oldest book records tfMt sbe lay here tben, as sbe lies here new, 
with the sand about ber,But listen! Older tf>an the oldest bodk, 
older than the Oldest recorded memory of man» on the Rodis of 
Language, on the hard-baked day 6t Hndent Customs, now 
crumbling to decay, are ^und the marks of her footsteps I Side 
by side with hto vHm stands beside her you may trace them; and 

vau know fkat she who now lies there once wandered ffttover 
the rocks withhim* 

Hnd X said, ''Qlhy docs she lie there now?" 
Hnd he said, "X XnSmt it, ages ago the J^pe-of-deminion-of -mus- 
cular-force found her, and when she stooped low to give sudito 
her young, and her back was broad, he put hto burden of sub)ee- 
tion on to it, and tied it on with the broad band of Xnevitable 
fTcccssity* CImi she loolied at tfw eartf> and the sky, and knew 
there was no hope for her; and she lay down on the sand with 
tfw burden she could^not loosen. 6ver since She has lain hone, 
nnd the ages have come, and the ages have gone, but the band of 
Xnevltable ff eccssity has not been cut." 
Hnd X looked and saw in her cjms^ terrlUc patience of tlM 
centuries; and tfw ground was wet with her tears, a her nostrfls 
blew up the sand. 

Hnd X said, ''Has she ever tried to move?" 
Hnd he said, ** Somet i me s a limb has quivered. But she to wise; 
she knows she cannot rise with the burden on her." 
Hnd X said, **WU9 does not he who stands by her leave her and 

S>on?" 
ndhe said, **fk cannot Hook ** 

Hnd X saw a broad band passing along the ground from one to 

tin other, and it bound them together. 

Ilk said, ''Qlhfle She lies there he must stand and look across 

the desert" 

Hnd X said, ''Does he know why he cannot move?" 

Hnd he said, "f^o." 

Hnd X heard a sound of something craciiing» and X looked, and 



X 6«w tiw bmd tlMt bound the burden tntohcr back brdKn 

aamdcr; and tht butdcn roUcd on to tin ground. 

Hnd X eaki, ^'Olbat is this?" 

Mad be eafd, "^ht ^ge-of-muacular-forw to dead. €bc ^(e-of- 

ncrvoufrforcc baa ftttUdbtm wftb tbc Imff < be bolds to bto band; 

4b oikntty and fnvfefbiT be bas crept up to tbc woman, and wftb 

that bntfe of l^kcbankat Xnventfon be baa cut tfM band tibat bound 

tbe burden to ber badi. Gbe Xnevftabte fieccaefty to broken. 8be 

nngoc rioe now. 

Hnd X saw tbat ebe attU lay motfonteae on Ike aand» and wftb 

ber QMa open and bernedk atretdMd out Hnd abe aeemed to took 

for aoinet bi ng on tbe ^r-«ff border of tbe deaert tbat never 

came. Bnd X wond e red ff abe were awake or aaleep. Hnd aa X 

looked ber body qui Tered» and a tf^ came fnto ber eyca» tflie 

wben a aunbeam breaka fnto a dark room. 

X aafd, ''^nbat to ft?'' 

lie wbfapered, ''Duabl tbe tbougfit iMa come to ber, '^Ifgi»t X 

notrfaer'' 

nnd X loo k edi nnd abe rafaed ber bead from Hk aand, and X 

aaw tfw dent wliere ber nedi bad lafn ao long. Hnd abe looked 

at tbe eartK and abe looked at tbe aky, and we looked at bfm 

wbo atood by ber: but be looked out acroaa tbe deaert. 

Hnd X aaw ber body qufver; and abe preaacd ber front kneea to 

tbe eartb, and vefna atood out; and X crfied» ''Sbe to gofng to 

riael'' 

Rut only ber afdca beaded, and abe lay atfU wbere abe waa. 

0ut ber bead abe beld up; abe did not lay ft down agafn. Hnd be 

bttfde me aafd» ''Sbe to very weak. 8e^ ber Icga bave been cruabed 

under ber ao long.'' 

Hnd X aaw tbe creature struggle; and tbe dropa atood out on 

Hnd X aafd, ''Surely be wbo atanda beafde ber wfll belp ber?" 
Hnd be beakle me anawered, ''Re cannot beh> ber: abe muat belp 
beraelf • Let ber atruggle tfU abe to atreng. 
Hnd X cried, ''Ht leaat be will not binder berl See, be movea 

rarEDCF TrOIII fHWp MM fiBiyiCIIO IDC COfCI MCwCCn TMKmf Mm DC 

<irag8 ner ciown. 

Hnd be a n a wered, ''De doea not underatand. Qlben abe movea 
abe drawa tbe band dMt bfnda tbent, and burta bfm, A be movea 
fartfwr from ber* Cbe day wfll come wben be wfll understand, 

as 



Mid wttt know wlNit afx te deCiig* Let Iwr onee stagger on to bcr 

ftncca* Xti tfMt dty be wttt etaiM doee to htir, and look fnto kcr 

eyes wttl> vymnamy*** 

md ebe str etcbed ner mck, and the drops fett from f)cr.Hnd the 

creature rose an fnd> from the eartf> and sank badi. 

Hnd I crkd, **0h, she to too weak: she cannot walkl Che long 

years kaye taken att ber strei ifl U ) from ber. Can she never 

moye?" 

Hnd be answered mc» ^8ce tbe Ifgbt fn ber eycsl" 

Hnd slowly tbe creature staggered on to its knces» 

Hnd I awoke: and all to tbe east and to'tbe west s tretebed ti)e 

barren eartf>» wfib tbe dry buabes on ft* Cbe ants ran up and 

down fn tbe red sand» and tbe beat beat fkndy. X looked up 

tbrouob Ibe tbfn branoNS of Ibe tree at Ibe bluemy overbead* X 

s tretc h ed myself » and X mused oyer tbe dream X nad had* Hnd 

X fell asleep agafn» wf^ my bead on my saddle. Hnd fntfw fierce 

beat X bad another dream* 

X saw a desert and X saw a woman comfng out of ft Hnd she 

came to tbe bank of a dark rfver; and tbe bank was steep and 

high* Hnd on ft an old man met ber^ who bad a long white beard; 

aiM a stick that curled was f n bto band, and on ft was wrftten 

Reason. Hnd be aSked ber what she wanted; and ShesaSd ^Xam 

woman; and X am sedtfng for iht land of fVeedom*" 

Hnd besafd, ^Xt to befdre you*'' 

Hnd she said, ^ X see nothing before me but a dark flowing rfyer, 

and a bank steep and Mgfv and cuttfngs here Atbere wfth heavy 

sand fn them*" 

Hnd be said, ''Hnd beyond that?" 

8be said, '^ X see notfrtiM, but some ti mes, when X shade mv eyes 

with my hand, X thfiA X see on tbe further baiA trees and bills^ 

and tbe sun Shining on tiMm I " 

I>e said, ''Chat to tbe Land of freedom*" 

8he said, "Dow am X to get there?" 

De sdd, "Chere to one way, and one only. Down tbe banks of 

Labor, ti>rougb tbe water of buffering* Chere to no other." 

8he said, "Xs there no bridge?" 

He answered, "None*" 

8be said, "Xs the water deep?" 

Ik said, "I>eep." 

8he said, "Xs the floor worn?" 
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llkMkl»^Xtf8.to«r foot nay etipataiqr t{mc» and you may 
be loot'' 

8f>e said, ^Daw any croeacd already?'' 

I9e 8a{d» '^ 8ome fMiM tried 1 '^ 

8be eaid, ''Is ti)ere a tracfi to ehow where tfK Iw8t fordinff ie?" 
De said, ''It fMS to be made.'' 

8l)e siMded her eyes wfti) Imt fNind; and efee eaid, ''I wttl go." 
Hnd be said, ''You must talie off the elotbee you wore in the 
desert: tbey are dragged down by tbem wbo 90 into tbe water 
sodotbed.'^ 

Bad sbe tbrew from ber giadly tbe mantle of Hncfent-recei^Md- 
opinions sbe wore, for it was worn full of boles. "BnA sbe toob 
mt oirdle from ber waist tbat sbe bad treasured so Ioim, A tbe 
mocM flew out of it in a eloud. Hnd be said, "Cake mt sboes 
of dependence off your feet." 

Aid Sbe stood tbere naked, but for one wfrfte garment tfMt elung 
dosetolMT* 

Hnd be said, "OMt you may keep. 80 tbey wear clotfMS in tht 

Land of fVMdom»Xn tht water it bu^ra; it always swims." 

Hnd X saw on its breast was written Crutb; and it was wf>ite; 

tbe sun fMd not often sbone on it; tbe otber eloti)es bad covered 

itup. Hnd be said, "Cake tMs stick; bold it fast Xn tbat day 

wben it slips from your band you are lost, put it down before 

you; ftd your way: wfiere it cannot find a bottom do not set 

your foot" 

Hnd sbe said, "X am ready; let me go." 

Hnd be said, "ffo— but stay; wbat fo tbat— in your breast?" 

Sbe was silent 

Ik said, "Open it, and let me see." 

Hnd sbe opeiied it Hnd againstber breast was a tiny tbing, wbo 

dranft from it and tbe yellow curls above bis f orebead pressed 

against it; and Ms knees were drawn up to ber, and be betd ber 

breast ftot witb bis f>ands. 

Hnd Reason said, "lObo is be, and wbat is be doing bere?" 

Hnd sbe said, "8ee bis littU wings ** 

Hnd Reason said, "put bim down." 
Hnd sbe said, "Re is asleep, and be is drinking! X will carry 
bim to tbe Land of ^'eedom. Jk bas been a cbtld so long, so 
long, X bave carried Mm. Xn tbe Land of fVeedom be will be a 
man. me will walk togetber tbere, and Ms great wbite wings 
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wHl ovcralMdow tm*Tkh§B liepcd one wetd oiily to me fn Ifee 

dnot— 'f>aaofonl' X bavc drcaiimd ht mfgljt tearn to My 

_fHciidMHp In tiMt uuM* 

Hnd Reason oaid» ''put bfm down 1" 

Hnd she eafdt ''X wfll carry Mm eo-wftb one arm, and wftf) tbe 

other X wftl fight the water." 

Ik eaidy ** Lav hfm down on iht gromid* Qlhen vou are fn tiw 

water you wut fdrget to f^ht; you wttt thiidt onb of hfm. Lay 

him down." Re 8aM» ''Re witt not die. Qlhen he raids you haw 

left f>fm atone ht witt open hfo wings and fly. I)e witt he in the 

Land of fVcedom iMfore you* Chose who read) the Land of 

ftreedom, the first hand tney see s tretc hin g down the hanli to 

hetp them 9!MX ht Lov^s. De witt Iw a man ti)en» not a d)itd.Xn 

your Iweast he cannot thrive; fNit l>im down that Iw may grow.*' 

Hnd she took her hosom from his moutf», A he l»it her, so that 

the htood ran down on to the ground. Hnd she taid hfm down on 

tht earth; and she covered her wound. Hnd tibt htatt andstrolMd 

his wfngs. Hnd X saw the hafr on her forehead turned whfle as 

snow, and She had dMnged from youth to age. 

"Bad she stood far off on tht hMk of the river. Had she saSd» 

" f^ wlMt do X go to this far tand wfrfch no one has ever reached? 

Oh, X am atonel X am utterty atonel** 

Hnd Reason, that Otd man said to her, ''Siteneel what do you 

hear?" 

Hnd she tistencd intentty, and she said, ''X hear a sound of fcet^ 
a thousand tfmcs ten thousand and tlMusands of thousands, * 
they heat this way I" 

Ik said, '*'OMy are the feet of those that shatt fdttow you. 
Lead onl make a tracfi to the water's edgel Qlhere you stand 
now, the ground witt l)e iMaten ftat hy ten thousand times ten 
thousand feet'' Hnd he said, ''Dave you seen the locusts how 
tim^ cross a stream? first one comes down to the watcr^lgc^ 
ana ft is swept away, and then another comes and then anotiwr, 
and then another, and at last with tbdr l)odles piled up a hrfdge 
Is hultt and the rest pass over." 

dhe said, ''Hnd of mose that come first; some are swwt awav, 
and are heard of no more; their hodles do not even hulld mt 
hridge?" 

AIM MV swept ft WftVf ftlM W€ PdlKl Or HO IIMM Alld WMt Or 

that?" he said. 
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''Hud what of tlMt ^ ebc Mfd* "Ztny make a track to the 

water'e edge'' 

**Zhty imutt a tradi to tfee water's edge ** Hnd ebc 8aSd» 

''Over that hrldge which ahalt he huftt with our hodiee, who 

Witt pass?'' 

Ik said, ''Che entire fnimaii race*" 

Hnd the woman grasped her staff* 

Hnd X saw her turn down tliat darit path to tbt ri^ver* 

Hnd I awofie; and att al>out me was the yettow afternoon t^fht: 

the sinlting sun tft up the fingers of the mitfc hushes; and my 

Ixnrse stood hy me quietty f cMfng. Hnd X turned on my side» and 

X w a tc h ed the ants run lyy thousands in the red sand. X tl>ought 

X woutd go on my way now— the afternoon was cooler* Chen a 

drowsiness crept Cfvtr me again, and X taid badt my iMad and 

f ett asteep* 

Hnd X dreamed a dream* 

X dreamed X saw a tand* Hnd on the Irftts wathed brxvt women 

and hrave men, iKind in l)and* Hnd tf)ey toohed into each other's 

ms, and th^ were not afraid* 

Hnd X saw mt women atso hold ead> other's liands* 

Hnd X said to him heside me, "Olhat place is this?" 

Hnd he said, "Chis is hea^pen*" 

Hnd X said, "Olhere is it?" 

Hnd he answered, "On earth*" 

Hnd X said, "Olhen shall these things he?" 

Hnd he answered, "Xn the fVture*" 

Hnd X awoke, and all ahout me was the sunset tight; and on 

the tow fyills the sun lay, and a delkious coolness had crept over 

everything; and the ants were going slowly home* Hnd X walked 

towards my horse, who stood quietly feeding* Chen the sun 

passed down hdHnd the hilts; hut X knew that the next day ht 

would arise again* 




^7 



H Dream of QlUd Bees 



HikI hw iiioUhv Ift]^ IwMtofns stMdfty^ out fn fnc orsfn'pictiiTC 
ttny pneeed doecr to hcr« 

""K^t mc touch the chad,'' eafd one, ''fdr X am Love* If X toucf) 
Mm be ebatt not walk tiiroiMb life atone. Xn the greatest darfi, 
when he fNits out hie hand he shall find anotfKr hand hy ft 
Qlhen the world Is against hinv anotiwr shall say, 'Vou and 
X.' '^ Hnd the child tronhled. 

But anolher pressed dose and said* ''Let me toud>; for X am 
Calent. Xean do all things-^that have been done before. X touch 
the soldier, tht statesman, the thiidier, and the poUtklan Who 
sueoeed; and the writer who Is never before his wnt, and never 
behind it Xf X touch the child he shall not weep for faUurc." 
Hbout the mother's head tbt bees were flying, toudifng her wltf> 
their long tapering limbs; and In her brainpicture, out of the 
Shadow of the room came one with sallow face, doq>4lned, the 
chedts drawn Into hollows, and a mouth smiling ouiveringly* 
Tk stretdMd out his hand. Jbid the mother drew MdR,andcned, 
'^ mho are you?" Re answered noting; and d)e looked up between 
his eyelids. Hnd she said, ''Olhat can you give the child-health? " 
Hnd he said, ''Che man X toud>, there tMkcs up in Ms Mood a 
burning fever, that shall lldt Ms blood as fire. v3)e fever thatX 
wUl give Mm shall be cured when his life Is cured." 

"You fli^ wealth?" 

Ik shodk Ms head. "Che man whom X toud>, when he bends to 
pidi up gold, he sees suddenly a Ikfht over Ms head In the diy; 
wMIe be looks up to see It the gdd sites from between hto fm- 
gers, or sometimes another passing tarns it from tiMm." 
^f%me?" 

Ik answered, "Likdy not for the man X toud> there is a path 
traced out in the sand by a fiiMer wMd> no man sees. Chat he 
must Mlow. Sometimes It Ua<b almost to the top^ and then 
turns down suddenly Into the ^lley. De must fdUow it d)ough 
none else sees tht tracing." 
"Love?" 

Jk said, "Ik Shall hunger for It— but he shall not find ftCOhen 
he stretches out Ms arms to it and would lay Ms heart against 
a tMng he loves, then, Hr off aloiMr ti)e horizon he shall see a 
light play, fk must go towards it Che thing he loves wHl not 
journey vrfth Mm; he must travd alone. Qlhcii he presses some- 
what to Ms burning heart crying, 'Mine, mine, my ownl' he 
4* 



aball hear a voice— 'Renounce I renounce! tbfs (s nottMnel'" 
"Re sball succeed?" 

De said, "He sbalt fa<L Olbcn be runs wttb othcre thtf shall 
reach the goat before Mm. far strange voices shall call to bfm 
and strange lights shall beckon him, and be must wait A listen. 
Hnd this shall be the strangest: far off across the burning sands 
wlKre, to otixr men, there is only the desert's waste, be shall 
see a blue seal On that sea the sun shines alwavs, and ttK water 
to blue as burning amethjret, and the foam is white on the shore. 
B great land rises from it, and he shall see upon the mountain- 
tope burning gold." 
Che mother said, "De shall reach it?" 
Hnd he smiled curiously. 
She said, "Is tt real?" 
Hnd he eaU, "COhat is real?" 

Hnd she looked up between his half -closed eyelids, and said, 
"CoMch." 

Hnd he leaned forward and laid his hand upon the sleeper, and 
whispered to It, smiling; and this only she beard— "Chls aball 
be thy reward— that the ideal shall be real to thee." 
Hnd the drfld trembled; but the mother slept on beavily and her 
braiivpicture vanlebcd. But deep within her the antenatal tiling 
that lay here had a dream. In those eyes that bad never seen the 
day, in tint Inlf-shaped brain was a sensation of llglit I Ugbt- 
that it had never seen. Light— that perhaps it never should see. 
Light— that existed somewhere I 
Hnd already it had its reward: the Ideal was real to it. 
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In a Ruined Cbapel 



nd cairyfng Ms croee, and tfM BUaacd niMMd-^ut BamWn^ 
tile Romm sdldkre, and tbt folded bands, and tlie reed; and X 
went and sat down fn the open pord> upon a stone* Ht my feet 
was tibe smalt bay» wftl> its wmte row of bouses burled among 
tbe 6Uve trees ; tbe water brofie in a ton9» tbfn» wbtte tine of foam 
aloiM Ibe sbore; and X leaned my elbows on my knees* X was 
tiredr ^^ciT tired; tired witb a tiredness tbat seemed older tban 
Ibe bieat of tbe day and tiie sbining of the sun on tht bridis of 
tin Roman road; and X tav my b«id upon my knees; Xbeardtbe 
breaking of tbe water on tbe roeks tbree bundred feet bdow» and 
tbe rustling of tht wind among Ibe olive-trees and tht ruined 
arcbes, and tben X fell asleep tbere. X bad a dream* 
H man cried up to God, and God sent down an angel to bdp 
bim; and Ibe angel came back and said, ''X cannot bdp wit 



iilim* 



God said, ''Dow is It witb bim?" 

Hnd tbe anget said, ''Ik cries out continuattylbat one basii^ured 

bim; and be would forgliM bim and ht cannot." 

God said, ''Olbat ba^ you done for bim?" 

Cbe anoet said, ''Hit * X took bim by tht band, and X said, 

' See, tmen otber men npeak Itt of tfMt man, do you speak well of 
bim; secretly, in ways besbatl not know, serve bim; if you bave 
anyorfng you value Sbare it witb bim, so^ serving mm, vou will 
at last come to feel possession in bim, Ayou wlU forguM*' Hnd 
be said, 'X will do It*' Hfterwards, as X passed by In tbe dark 
of ntebt, X beard one crying out, 'X l)ave done alt Xtbelnsnotfr- 
ingl fly speaking welt of mm belps me nolblngl Xf X snare my 
bearfs blood witb bim, is tht bumiiM witi>in me less? X cannot 
forgive; X cannot foraive! Ob, God, X cannot forgivel' 
''X said to IHm, '8ee bere, took badi on all your past* 8ee from 
your dKtdbood all smattness, alt indirectness tiMt bM been 
yours; look wdl at i^ and in its 11^ do you not see everv man 
your brotber? Hre you so sinless you bave rlgbt to bate?' 
^Jk looked, and said, 'Y<8, you are rlgbt; X too bave failed, and 
X forgive my fellow* Go, X am satisfied; X bave forgiven;* and 
be laid bim oown peacefully and fdlded Ms bands on Ms breast; 
and X tbougbt it was well witb Mm* But scarcrty bad my vrtngs 
rustled and X turned to come up bere, wben X beard one cryimf 
out on eartf) again, 'X cannot forgivel X cannot foralvel Ob, GodC 
God, X cannot fdi^vel Xt is better to die tban to bate I X cannot 



fdrgf^I X aimiet forafvcl' Hnd X wait and etood outside hto 
door (n tiM darf^and X heard Mm cry, *X have not efnncd 90^ not 
ool Xf X ha^ tommy felloDi/efUeh ever 80 Uttte^Xhaipe kneeled 
down and ktoeed the womid with my moud> tilt ft was healcd.X 
haipe not wttled that any sout should be lost through hate of me* 
Xf thty haw but fancied that X wronged them X have lain on tix 
ground before ttnm that tiiey might tread on me» and so» seeing 
my humiliation, forgive and not be lost t h rough hating me; they 
have not cared that my soul should be lost; thev have not wllkd 
to save me; they have not tried that X should foi^ve themi' 
** X said to htm, ' 8ce here, be thou content ; do not forgive : for- 
get this soul and Its li^ury; go on your way* Xn the n«ct world 

perhaps * 

^fk cried, '60 from me, you understand nothlngi CDhat Is the 
ntjtt world to mel X am lost now, to-day. X cannot see the sun- 
light shine, the dust Is In my tln*oa^ the sand Is In niw eyesi 
@o from me, you know nothlngi Oh, once again before X du to 
see that the world Is beautlfulTOh,0od, 6od,X cannot live and 
not love* X cannot live and hate* Oh, 6od, 6od, 6odI' 80 X left 
Mm Cluing out and came badi here*" 
6od said, ''CMs man's soul must be saved.'' 
Hnd the anael said, ''Dow?" 
6od said, ^^60 down you, and save It*" 
Che angel said, ''COhat more shall X do?" 
Chen God bent down and w his pered In the angel's ear, and the 
angel spread out tts wings and went down to eartf)* 
Hnd partly X woke, sitting there upon the broken stone with my 
head on my knee; but X was too weary to rise* X heard the wind 
roam through the olive trees and among the ruined ardMS, and 
then X slept again* 

Che angel went down and found the man wtd) tht bitter heart 
and took Mm by the hand, and led Mm to a certain spot 
ffow the man wist not where It was the angel would take Mm 
nor what he would show Mm there* Hnd when they came the 
angel shaded the man's eyes with his wing, and when he moved 
It the man saw somewhat on the earth befdre them, f^ 6od 
iMd given It to that angel to unclothe a human soul; to take from 
ft all those outward attributes of fbrm, and color, and age, and 
seje, w h e re by one man Is known from among Ms fellows and 
Is marked off from the rest; and the soul lay befdre them, bare, 
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as a man tiinifng Ms tyt inwards beholds fcCmsdf ^ Cbcy saw 
its past; fts cHldbood, the ttny life wttb the dew upon ft; thty 
saw tts yoiftb when Hit dew was meltCng» A the creature rarfsed 
tts Ltttlputfan mouth to drftrft from a cup too large for f^ and 
they saw how the water spflt; they saw fts hopes tlwt were 
never reatfzed; they saw fts hours of fntettcctuat btfndness» 
men catt sfn; they saw fte hours of alt-radfatfng fnsfoht, whfch 
men call r^jMeousncss; they saw fts hour of strengfl), when ft 
leaped to fts feet cryfng» ^'I am omn ip ot enl ;** fts hour of wcali- 
ncsSt when ft fell to the eartl> and grasped dust only; ti)ey saw 
what ft m^iht haipe been» hut never would be* 
Che man bent forward. 
Hnd the angel safd» **Ulh»t fs ft?" 

Re answered^ ''It fs XI ft fs myself I** Hnd he went forward as 
ff he would have lafn hfs heart agafnst ft; buttiieangel held hfm 
back and covered his eyes. 

ff ow 6od had gf ven power to tht angel further to unclothe Unt 
soul» to take from ft all thcet outward attributes of tfme and 
place and circumstance whereby the fndfvfdual Iffe fs marked 
off from tti€ Iffe of tin whole. 

Hgafn ti)e angel uncov e red the man^s eyes»and he looked. Ik saw 
before hfm mat whfd) f n fts tf ny drop reflects tht whole unt- 
verse; he saw that whfch marks wfthfn ftself the step of tht 
furthest star, and tells how the crystal grows under ground 
where no eye has seen ft; that which fs where the germ fn the 
egg stfrs; whfeh moves the outBtretdMd fingers of tht Ifttlc 
new4>om babe» and keeps the leaves of the trees pointing up- 
ward; whfah moves where theJell]^f{sh sail alone on the sunny 
seas, and is where tht lichens form on the mountains' rodis. 
And w9t man looked. 
Hnd tht angel touched hfm. 

But the man bowed his head and Shuddered. Ik wkfapered— 
''Itiseodr 

Hnd tht angd re-covered the man's eyes. Hnd when he uncovered 
them there was one walking from thtm a little way off ;— for 
the angel had re-dodMd tht soul in its outward form and vest- 
ure—and tht man knew who it was. 
Hnd the angel safd. ''Do vou know him?" 
Hnd the man said, "X nnow Mm," and he loefced after the 
figure. 
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Hnd the tnad eaid, **fkivt ydn tcfr^firiKh^}**  ■' 

But the man eaid, ''Dow httatt^i my btfcHhtr to\** 

Hnd tbtMtgd toomd firto tix maii'e cjms, and f>c dlxuicd Ms own 

ftM< wM) ms wing from the llgbt Ik taiigfMd eoftly and went 

iipto€od. 

DUC UK mtn wcrc cogccMr on (arcik 

X awoltc* 

Cbe bliw» blue eliy was over my head, and tlie waves were 

brcakfns betow on the Shore. I wallied tbroud) the Uttle dMpel, 

and X saw^ Hadonnafn blue and red»and the Christ canning 

IMs cross, and the Roman soldiers with tin rod, and the Blessed 

Bambino witi) Its brolien face; and then X wathed down ti)e 

sloping rodt to the bridt pathway* Che olive trees stood up on 

either side of tht road, thdr bladi berries and pale green leaves 

stood out against the shy; and the little Ice-plants hung from 

the crevices in the stone wall* Xt seemed to me as if it must 

have rained whUe X was asleep. X ti)ought X had never seen tin 

heavens and tht earth look so beautiful before. X wallud down 

the road. Che old, old. Old tiredness was gone. 

presently there came a peasant boy down Hit path leading his 

ass; he mi two targe panniers fastened to her sides, and they 

went down the road before me. 

X had never seen him before; but X should have lHud to walk 

t^ him and to have held hto handr— only, he would not have 

known why. 
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Cbe Hniet'a Secret 



ma an artist once, and be painted a 
. Otfcer artists bad colors ricber and 
and painted more notable pictures. He 
I bis witb one color, tberc was a vpon- 
red glow on it; and tbc people went up 
■wn, saying, "Ob like tix picture, we 
tgtow." 

Mr artists came and said, " QObere does 
Cbey ashed bim; and be smiled and 
said, " X cannot tell you; '^ and worked on witb bis bead bent tow* 
Hnd one went to tbe far Sast and bougbt costly pigments, and 
made a rare color A painted, but after a time the picture faded. 
Hnotber read in tbc old boohs, and made a color rich and rare, 
but wben be bad put it on tbe picture it was dead. 
But tbe artist painted on. Hlways tlK worh got redder and red- 
der, and tbe artist grew whiter and whiter. Ht last one day tbcy 
found him dead before bis picture, and they tooh him up to bury 
him. Che other men loohcd about in all the pots and crucibles, 
but tbcv found nothing tbcy bad not 

Hnd when they undreraed bim to put his grave-clothes on htm, 
they found above bis left breast tfx mark of a wound— it was 
an old, old wound, that must have been there all his tif c, for the 
edges were old and hardened; but Death, who seals alt things, 
had drawn tbe <dat» tMctber, and closed it up. 
Hnd they buried bim. Hnd still tbe people went about saying, 
"Olbere did be find bis color from?''^ 

Hnd it came to pass that after a while tbc artist was forgotten 
' ttbeworklfved. 
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"I Cbougbt I Stood 
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00(1 Mfd» **fiow fB ft yen are ben togctf)er t»<Uy ?** 
1 8afd,^8bc was upon tht ground fn tin etrcc^andtlKypasMd 
over her; I lay down by bcr, and ebe put ber arme around my 
neck, and eo X lifted ber, and we two roee togetber.'' 
God eaki, **^SXhom are you now come to accuse before me?** 
I said, **Uh are come to accuse no man*'' 
Hnd 6od bent and said, ""Mt cbfldrcn— wbatfo fttbat ye seek?" 
Hnd sbe beside me drew my band tbat X sbould speak for boti). 
X said, **VOU bave come to ask tbat tbou sboutdst speak to )^n, 
our brotber, and giipc us a message for bimtibat Ik might under- 
stand, and tlMt be might " 

6od said, ^^60, take the message down to himl'' 

X said, ""But what is the message?'' 

God said, ^Clpon your hearts it is written; talie it down to 

him." 

Hnd we turned to go; tlM angels went with us to tiK door. Cbcy 

looked at us* 

Hnd one said, ''Hyl but their dresses are beautifuti" 

Hnd the otf)er saU, ^X thoi^ht it was mire when tbey came in, 

but sec, it is all golden!" 

But another said, **IhHh, it is the light from their facesl" 

AIM W€ went down to Min« 
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Cbe SunUgbt h^y Hcrosd ]VI]^ Bed 



down a Iwancfn and ft Mcimd ebc Itteecd the fnift upon f 1 0oftly» 
and went on ber way» A fwr drcee made no ruelUaselM paaecd 
over t^ grase. Hna when X oaw ber no more, from among ^ 
oteme came another woman f af r ae Ohe had been, f n a detkate 
tinted robe; she tookcd tMd way and tiMt Qlhen meeawnoone 

there, she drew down the fnif^ and when 8he bad looked over ft 
to find a place, ebe put ber mouth to ft aoftlv, and went away. 
Hnd I saw other and other women come, making no nofae, and 
they glided away also over tin graee. 
Hnd X eaid to Ood, ''Olhat are they doing?" 
6od oaid, ''Cbey are poisoning*'' 
Hnd X said, ''Dow?'' 

God said, ''Chey touch it with their lips; when they have made 
a tiny wound in it with their fdretceth, they set in it that which 
is under their tongues: they dose it with their li|>— that no man 
may see the place— and pass on*" 
X said to 0od, ''IZIby do they do it?" 
6od said, That another may not eat." 
X said to God,'' But if theypoison all, tlMi none dare eat; what 
do they gain?" 
God said, "Nothing." 

X said, "Hre they not afraid tf)cy tlmnselves may bite where 
another has bitten?" 

God said, "Chey are afraSd* Xn IMI all men fear." 
Re called me further. Hnd tbe water of the lake seemed less 
blue. 

0)en, to tiK riglyt among the trees were men wovwIim^ Hnd X 
said to God, "X should like to go and work with them. IMI must 
be a ytry fruitful place, tbt grass is so green." 
God said, "frothing grows in the garden tf)cy are making*" 
ecu stood looking; and X saw them working among the oushes, 
digging botes, but in them they set notfying; and iMwn they bad 
covered them with sticks andeart^each wenta way off and sat 
bd>ind tht bushes watd>ing; and X noticed tlwit as each walked 
he set his foot down carefully, looking where he trod. X said to 
God, "Qlhat are they doing?" 

God said, "^lakbig pitfalls into which their fellows may sink." 
X safd to God, "QUyy do tf)^ do ft?" 
God said, "Because each thmks that when bfs brother falls he 
wfllrfse." 
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I aaSd to eed, ""Row wlU he rise?'' 0od 8ald» ''Dc wat not rfM.'' 

Hud X saw tMr eyes glcaiti from Iwhfiid the InielMs. 

I eafd to 0odt ''Hk these men earn?'' 

0od oafd, **ZlMy are not earn; 1l)ere ie no earn man fn IML** 

Hnd ht told me to come furttwr* 

Hnd X looked where X trod. 

Hnd we came where IVtt opened into a plafn, and a great home 

stood there. Marble i»tllars upheld the roof » and white marUe 

steps led up to ft Che wind of heawn blew througfh ft. Only at 

tbt back hung a tMck curtafn. f^f r men and women there feasted 

at long tables. Chey danccd» and X saw the robes of women 

flutter f n the afr and heard the laugh of strong men. dhat tiNy 

feasted wfth was wfne; they drew ft from large |ars which stood 

somewfMt fn tf)e badtground, and X saw the wfne sparkle as 

Aey drew ft. 

Hnd X safd to 0od, ''X should Ifke to go up and drfnk." Hnd 

6od said» ''COait.'' Hnd X saw men coming fnto the Banquet 

Douse; th€f came fn from tht back and Ifftvd the comer of the 

curtafn at tht sides and crept fn <|uickly; and tf)cy let the curtain 

fall bdtind thtmt ttwr bore great ^rs thty could hardly carry. 

Hnd tlK men and women crowded round vhtmf and the ne^x^ 

comers opened tf)eir |ars and gaw tf)em of the wine to drink; 

and X saw tf)at tlK women drank even more greedily than tht 

men. Hnd when oti^ers had well drunken tf)ey set tf>e|ars among 

tht old ones beside tht wall, and took their places at the table. 

Hnd X saw that some of tht lars were yery Old and mildewed 

and dusty, but otfjcrs had still drops of new must on them and 

Shone from the furnace. 

Hnd X said to God, ''Qlhat isthat?" f» amid the sound of the 

singing, and over the dancing of feet, A over tf)e laugf>ing across 

tht wfne<ups X iMard a cry. 

Hnd 6od said, ''Stand a way off."* 

Hnd he took me rihtrt X saw both sides of tht curtain. Bd>ind 

the Imusc was tht winH'rcss where tfw wine was made. X saw 

tlM grapes crusfMd, and X heard thtm cry, X said, ''Do not tf)ey 

on the other side hear it?** 

6od said, The curtafn fs tlrtck; tlwy are feasting.'* 

Hnd X said, "But tf)e men wf)o came in last. Chey saw? ** 

6od safd, "Chey let thecurtain fall behindthem-A they forget I " 

X said, "Row came they by thdr lars of wine?** 
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6od 8tfd» ''In fbc trcadfiM of tin pwaetfMM are tfMj^wbo cairn 

to ti)c top; they hvH dfrnocd out over tht tdge, and faUd thcfr 

lara from betow» and ha^ gone into ti)c boine.^ 

Hnd 1 8aid» ''Hnd ff tbcy had fallen as tbty afnibcd?" 

6od 8afd» **€hty h»d been xrintJ* 

X stood a tMy off w a tch i ng fn the ounehtn^ and X tMvtrtd* 

6od Uv f n the eimshfnc watdrfng, too. 

Chen tpcrcroee one among the fcaetcrsy who 8aid»**|>lyl> reti >r fti i, 

IctuBprayl" 

Mnd all the men and women roee: and strong men bowed their 

heads, and mother s fotded their tittle childrars hands t ogetl H r , 

and turned their faces upwards, to the roof* Hnd he who first 

had risen stood at the taUe head, and s tretched out both his 

hands, and his beard was long and wfrfte, and his Sleevee A his 

liMrd iMd been dtoped in wine; and l>ccause tlw sleeves were wide 

and full any hoi mud> wine, and it dropped down vpon the 

floor. 

Hnd he cried, **J9y b rotlnr s and my sisters, let us prj^l" 

Hnd all the men and women answered, **U€t us pr^y*** 

Ik cried, **foir tirfs fair banquet-house we tbaidt thee, Lord." 

Hnd all tf)e men and women said, ''Qle thanft thM, Lord." 

''Chine is tl>is house, dear Lord*** 

"Chine is this house.'' 

**f» us hast thou made if 

"f^us.** 

"Oh, fill our |ars with wine, dear Lord." 

"Our |ars wfH> wine.'' 

"Give peace and plenty in our time, dear Lord." 

"peace and plenty in our time" ^X said to eod,"QIhom is fit 

ti)ey are talking to?" 6od said, "Do X fmow whom they speak 
of?" Hnd X saw thty were looliing up at tf)e roof; but out in 
tbt sunshine, 6od lay. 

" dearLordl" 

"Dear Lord." 

"Our children's children. Lord, shall rise and call thee blessed." 

"Our children's children, Lord^" ^X safd to 6od, "Che grapes 

are cryingl" 0od said, "dtilllX hear them" ^"shall oSl thee 

blessed." 

"8hall call thee blessed." 
"f>our forth more wine upon us, Lord." 
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I Gbai men and women eat down and fbe feast went on. Hnd 

modt€n poured out wfne and fed thdr tfttle dHldren wftb ft» 
and men neld up IIk cup to women's Ifps and crted^ ^Betovedl 
drfn^" and women fitted thdr tovcrs' ftagons and beld them 
up; and yet tf)e feast went on. 

Hnd after a wMIe X toolted, and X saw tht curtafn tfmt bung 
bdbfnd the f)0U8e movfng. 
X said to eod, ''Xs ft a wind?'' 
eodsatd^^'HwCnd.'' 

Hnd tt seemed to me that aMfnst the curtafn X saw pressed the 
forms of men and women. And after a white tbt feasters saw 
ft move» and ti)ey whfispercd* one to anoll)er. Chen some rose and 
gathered the most worn-out cups, and Into them th^ put what 
was left at tbt iMttom of other vesseto* ]ttothers wmmered to 
their dHtdrcn, ^Do not drfnh att, save a tittle drop when you 
hwt drunh.'' Hnd when thcv had cottected att the dregs they 
slipped the cups out under the bottom of the curtain without 
tiftlna It Hfter a white the curtafn left off moving. 
X said to 6od, ""Row Is It so quiet?'' 
He sald» ''Chey have gone away to drink It" 
X said, They drinfe It— their ownl" 
6od sald» ^Xt comes from thito side of tbt curtaH and they are 
very thtrsty." 

Chen the feast went on, and after a white X saw a small, white 
hand slipped In hetow the curtain's ec^ along the floor; and It 
motioned towards the wfne jars. 
Hnd X said to eod, **VXhy Is that hand so Woodless?" 
Hnd €lod said, ''Xt Is a wtn^iressed hand." 
Hnd men saw ft and started to thefr feet; and women cried, and 
ran to the great wfaie jars, and ttnrtw thdr arms around them, 
and cried, ^Ours,our own,our hetovedl" and twined their long 
hafr about ^em. 

Xsafd to 6od, ''Qlhy are they frightenedof that one smatthand?" 
6od answered, ''Because ft fs so Whfte." 
Hnd men ran In a great company towards the curtain, and strug- 
gled there. X heard them strike upon the floor. Hnd when thq^ 
moved away the curtafn hung smooth and stftt; and thtn was 
a smalt stain upon the floor. 
X said to God, ''Olhy do they not wash It out?" 
6od said, ''Chey cannot" 
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Bad any took mmU etones and |Nit tlxni down alons tfic tdgt 
of tfx oirtain to hup tt down* Cbcn tbc men and women eat 
down again at tht tabUs* 
Hnd I eafd to God, ''(amtboec stones liMp tt down?** 

0od eaUL "'Olbat tMnk i^oa?'' 

X oafd, '^f the wfnd blew " 

6od said, "If tbt wind blew?'' 
Hnd the ftMt went on* 

Hnd suddent]^ X cried to 6od, ^Xf one should rise among thtm, 
even of tfMmisd'ves, and start up from the table and should cast 
away his cup and try, *JHy bro roe rs and my sisters, stayl what 
is tt that we drirife?'— and witf> his sword should cut in two the 
curtain, and holding wide tht fragments, cry, 'BrotfKrs, irfsters, 
seel tt is not wine, not winel not winel My bro thers , oh^ my 
sisters-^' and he should oy e r t ur n tbt- — ** 

eod said, ""Be Stan see there*'' 

X looked: before the banquet^jouse, among the grass, X saw a 

row of mounds; flowers covered mmi, and gilded marble stood 

at thdr heads* X ashed 6od wf)at they were* 

Ik a n s wered, ** Chey are the graves or those wf)o rose up at the 

feast and cried*" 

Hnd X ashed God how tiMy came there* 

De said, ''Che men of me banquet-house rose and cast them 

Clown Oa CBW araS* 

X said, ''Olho buried them ?" 
God said, ''Che men wf)o cast them down*" 
X said, "Dow came tt thxt tbtp tin'cw ttum down, and tf)en set 
marble over them? " 

God said, "Because tbt bones cried ou^ Ihey covered them*" 
Hnd among the grass and weeds X saw an uiiburied body lying; 
and X ashed God why it was. 

God said, " Because it was thrown down only yesterday* Xti a 
little while. When tht fleSh Shall have ^llen from its bones, 
they will bury it also^ and plant flowers over it*" if Hnd stiU 
tiw feast went on* 

flUn and women sat at the tables quaffing great bowls* Some 
Mse, and threw their arms about ead> other, and danced and 
sang* Chey pledged each other in the wine, and frfssed each 
other's btood^red lips* 
n^jher andh^iher grew the revels* 
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J9itn, whtn tbty bad dnnk tttt tf)Q^ couUl no toii9cr,tl>rew vthat 
was left (n thdr gbaece up to ti>e roof » and Ut ft fait tadi fn 
cascades* Cabmcn d^Md mat d>{ldiren's garments (n tht wfne, 
and fed tbem on ft tf U thdr tiny mouths tvere red* 8ometf mcs, 
as tht dancers id)f rtcd, tbev OTertumed a ipcsset, and thdr gar- 
ments were bespattered. Chfldren sat upon tbe floor wf tf> great 
ImwIs of wfne^and swam rose4eaves on ft, for boats* Cbey put 
tbef r bands f n tbe wfne and blew large red bubbles. 
Hnd bf gber and briber grew tbe rtvw, and wf Uler tbe dancfng, 
and louder and louder tbt singing* But bere and tbere among 
Hie revelers were tbose wbo did not revet I saw tbat at me 
tables bere and tbere were men wbo sat wftb tbefr elbows on 
tbe board and bands shading tbefr eyes; they looked Into tbe 
wfnecup beneati) tbem and dfd not drfnft. Hnd when one toudMd 
thtm If gf»tlv on tbe shoulder, bfddfng tbem to rise and dance 
and sfng, wty started, and then looked down, and sat then 
watching ttn wfne fn the cuf^ but they dfd not move* 
Hnd bere and there I saw a woman sft apart Che oti^ers danced 
and sang and fed tbdr d)fldren,butshe sat sflent wftf> her head 
a^de as though she listened* Der little d>fldren plucfud her 
gown; d)e dfd not see tbem ; she was Ifstenbig to some sound, 
but sbe dfd not stir* 

Ok revels grew higher. Hen drank tfll they could drfrik no 
longer, and lay tbefr beads upon tbe tabl^ slcepiiMf heavily. 
Qlomen wbo could dance no more leaned badi on the bend)es 
wfitf) their heads against tbefr lovers^ shoulders* Iltttle children, 
sfdt wftf) wine, lay down upon the edges of tinfr mot h er s * 
rdbes* 8ometf mes, a man rose suddenlv, and as he staggered 
strudt tbe tables and ov erU) r e w ti)e benwes; some leaned upon 
the balustrades, sfdt unto death* Here and tbere one rose who 
staggered to tbe wfne jars and lay down beside them. Tk turned 
tbe wfne tap» but sleep overc a me bfm as he lay tbtn. Mid tht 
wfaieranout. 

dtowly the thin, red stream ran across tin wbfte marble floor: 
It reached the stone steps; slowly, slowly, slowly ft trfckled 
down from stM> to step, from step to step: then ft sank Into 
the earth. H thm white smoke rose up from it. 
X was silent; X could not breathe; but God called me to come 
furd)er. 
Hnd after X bad traveled for a while X came where on seven 
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Mtielair fberofiiB of a m i gh t y l m iquct4)oii8<Unyr and etrong c r 
^n ine one tpMd> X fnd eccn etaiiding* 
I Mfd to 0od, '^OIlNit did tfx men tH)0 built ft bcre?'' 
0od said, **Zhty ttMUdL** 

&oA eaUdf ** On wki€*** 

Hnd X toohcd; and it 8c«nwd to me that behind the mine lay 
otill a targe drcutar hollow within the earth tH)ere a fdet of the 
wine4>f(86 had stood* 

X eaid to eod, '^ Dow came it that this large house fat?'' 
0od said» ** Because the earth was sodden/' 
Ik called me to come furdier. 

Hnd at last we came upon a hill where blue waters l^fftA, and 
white marble lay upon tht eartlK X said to 6od, *^^Oumt was 
here once?" 

6od said, **H pleasure house*** 

X looked, and at my feet great pillars lay* X cried aloud for joy 
to God, ^Che marble blossomsl ** 

6od said, ^Hy, 't was a ^iry house* Chere has not been one 
like to it, nor ever shall be. Che frfUars and the porticoes blos- 
somed; and the wine cups were as gathered flowers; on tl^ 
side all th€ curtain was broidercd with ^ir designs, the stitd>- 
ing was of gold*'' 

X said to 0od, ''Dow came it that it fell?" 
6od said, ''On tiie side of the wine^n'ess it was darft*" 
Hnd as we traveled, we came where lay a mighty ridge of sand, 
and a dark river ran there; and there rose two vast mounds* 
X said to God, "Chey are very migfyty*" 
God said, "Hy, exceeding great*" 
Hnd X listened* 

God asked me wf>at X was listening to. 
Hnd X said, " H sound of weeping, and X hear tfn sound of 
strokes, but X cannot tell whence it comes*" 
God said, "Xt is the echo of the wine^mss lingering still 
among tiM coping«tones upon the mounds. H bamiuet-house 
stood here* 

Hnd hecalled me to come further* 

Qpon a barren hillside where the soU was arid, God called me 
to stand still* Hnd X looked around* 
God said, "Chere was a feasting-house here once upon a time*" 
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iMkl to eod,''l8cciiomirkefaiiyl''«reodmfd»''Cbcre 
was not left one atone upon anotftertnat has not been thrown 
demtu** Hnd X loolied round; and on the btltoide was a lonely 

fmid to 6od, "'CObat lies there ? '^ 

Jh oaid, ** H vine tru8e» bruised in tbe wlneisrees 1^ 

Bnd at the bead of tht grave stood a cross, and on its foot lay 

crown or cnorns* 
Hnd as X turned to g^ X loolied badtward* Cbe wine-press and 
tbe bawiuet-bouse were gone; but Ibe grave yet stood. 
Hnd wImi X came to tbe edge of a long rtMe then opened out 
before me a wide plain of sand. Hnd wben X loolied downward 
X saw great stones lie abattercd; and tbe desert sand bad balf 
covcrca uieiii ovcr. 

X said to eodt'^Cbere is writing on tbem» but X cannot read it** 
Hnd 6od blew aside tbe desert sand and X read the writing: 

^ QOeigbed in tbe balance, and found " but tbe Uust word was 

wanting. 

Hnd X said to €od» ^Xt was a banquet-bouse?'' 

6od said, ''Hy, a banquet-bouse.'' 

X said, ''Cbere was a wine-press bere?" 

6od said, ** Cbere was a wine-press." 

X asked no fvrthtr question. X was very weary; X sbaded my 

eves witf> my band, and loolied tbrougb tbe frfnii evening IMbt. 

f^r off, across the sand, X saw two figures standing, ulitb 

wings upf Olded b^ above tiwir beads, and stem tuta set, 

neimer man nor beast, ti)ev loolied out across tbe desert sand, 

wartdHng, watd>ing, watmingi X did not ask 6od wbat tbey 

were, for X knew vmat the answer would be. 

Hnd, further Mid yet furtber, in tbe evening l^jbt, X looked 

witb my sbaded eyes. 

f^r off, wbere the sands were ti>ick and beavy,X saw a solitary 

pillar standing: tbe crown bad fallen, and tbe sand bad buried it. 

On the broken pillar sat a gray owl-of -ti)e-de8crt, witb folded 

wings; and in the cvoiing ligbt X saw tbe dMcrt fox creep past 

it; trailing bis brusb across tbe sand. 

further, fit further, as X loolied across tbe desert X saw tbe 

sand gatbered into betts, as ti)ougb it covered somctbing. 

X cried to 6od, ''Ob, X am so weary." 

6od said, **Y^ tMve seen only one^Nilf of Delt" 
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X 8afd» ''X cannot ecc mor<» X am afraid of IMI* Xn my own 

narrow ttttle path X dare not walk became X think that one bas 

dog a pftfati for me; and if X put mj^ band to take a fruit X 

draw it badt again bccauee X tbiwi it baa been Meeed alr«idy* 

Xf X look out acroee tht plain8,ti»e mounds are burial beape; 

and wben X paee among vk atones X bear fbem crjKng aloud* 

Qlben X see men dancing X bear tbe time beaten in wim sobs; 

and tbeir wine is liTingl OK X cannot bear IMII'' 

eod said, "" CObere will you go? '^ 

X said, **Zo tht eard> from wbid> X came; it waa better timpc.'' 

Hnd God laugbcd at me; and X wondered wby Ik laus^Md. 

God aaid, ^Com^ and X will abow you Tkxvtn*** 

Hnd partly X awoke* Xt waa atill and dark; tbt aound of tht 

carrij^pca bad died in tbe atreet; tbe woman x^to bad laugbed 

waa gone; and tbe oo l icematf a tread waa beard no more* Xn tht 

dark it aeemcd aa if a great bandlay upon mvbear^ and cruabed 

it. X tried to breatiw and toaaed from aide to aide; and tben 

Main X fell aaleep^ and dreamed* 

God took me to tbe idat of that world. Xt ended* X looked 

down* Cbe gulf* it aeemcato me» waa fatbomlcaa; and tbm X 

aaw two bridgea croaaing it tint bod> aloped imwarda* 

X aaid to God, ''Xa ti)ere no olber way by Wbk» men croaa it?** 

God aaid, ''One; it riaea far from bore and atopea atraigbt 

upwarda.'' 

X aaked God wbat tbt hridf^* namea were. 

God aaid, '^ Olbat matter for tbe namea ? Call tbem tbe Good, 

tbe Crue, tbe Beautiful, if you will— you will not yet under- 

atand tbem*'' 

X aaked God bow it waa X could not aee tbe third* 

God aaid, ''Xt la aeen only by tboae Who climb it." 

X aaid, " Do tb^ all lead to one heaven?" 

God aaid, "Hll Deaden ia one: nevertbdeaa aome carta are 

b^flKr than othera; tboae who read) the higher may alwaya go 

down to reat in the lower; but thoae in Hit lower may not ba^ 

atrength to climb to tbe higher ; nevertheleaa tbt U^ ia all 



one. 



Hnd X aaw over the bridge nearcat me, whid) waa wider than 
the other, countleas footmarks ga X asked God why so many 
went over it* 
God said, " Xt slopes less deeply, and leads to the firstbeavcn." 

74 



Hnd X saw tiMt eoim of tht feottnarlts were of feet rtturtifng* 

X aaficd 6od bow ft was* 

De 8tkl> ''No man who Ims once entered Reawn ever leaves ft; 

but some, wImi thty hsvt gone half way, turn back» because 

tb^ are afrafd tbere fB no land bej^ond*" 

X eafd, ** Ras none ever returned? ** 

0od eafd, ** No; once fn Deaven atwaye fn Deaven*'' 

Hnd God todi me over* Hnd Wben we came to one of tf)e great 

doors— for Deaven baa more doors than one, and tbey are alt 

open— tbe posts rose up so bf gb on eftf)er sfde X could not see 

tne top, nor f ndeed ff tbere were any* 

Hnd ft seemed to me so wfde Ibat all Ikll could go fn t b rougb ft, 

X safid to 0od, ** mbfcb fs tbe laraer^ Heaven or Dell? ** 

0od safd, ** Dell fs as wfde, but I>eaven fs deeper* Hll Dell could 

be encfulf ed fn Deaven, but all Reaven could not be engulfed fn 

IVlt^ 

Hnd we entered* Xt was a stfll great land* Cbe mountains rose 

on every band, and tf)ere was a pale clear Ifgbt; and X saw ft 

came from tbe rodis and stones* X aslied 0od bow ft was* 

But God <Ud not answer me* 

X looked and wondered, for X bad tlw u gbt Deaven would be 

otberwfse.Hnd after awbfle ft began to grow br^ffrter, as ff tbe 

day were brcaMng, and X asked God ff tbe sun were not gofng 

torfse. 

God safid, **}^o; we are comfng to wbere tbe peoete are." 

Hnd as we went on ft grew brfgbter and brfgnter tfll ft was 

burning day; and on tin rock were flowers blooming, and trees 

blossomed at tbe roadside; and st r ea m s of water ran €9tffy- 

wbere, and X ht»fd tbe birds sfngfng; X asked God wfKre tbey 

were* 

God safd, ''Xt fs ti>e people calling to one anotf)er*'' 

Hnd wben we came nearer X saw tbem walking, and tbey Sbone 

as tbey walked* X asked God bow ft was tbey wore no cover fn g* 

God safd, "Because all tbefr body gfves tbe tf^; tbey dare 

net cover anv part." 

Hnd X asked God wbat tf)ey were dofng* 

God ftMd, " Sbfnfng on tbe ptants tbat tbey may grow." 

Aid X saw tbat some were wo r kliwi In eompames, and seme 

alone, but most weve fn twos» sometimes two men and sem^ 

tfmes two women; but generally fbere was one man and one 
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woiiuii; and X asfwd Qed bow it was* ft 6od eaSd, ''Qlbcii 
one nun and one woman ehine togetfier^ ft mafiee tht most per- 
fect ttoht flUny plants need Unt for tiiefr grow i ng, ffevertlw- 
teBS»tnere are more fdnds of plants in Ikaven tnan on^ and 
tiNy need many fiinds of tigfyt'' 

Hnd one from among the people came r nnni ng towards me; 
and wImi ht came near it SMmed tometlNitbeand I bad played 
tegetflwr when we were IfttU drfldren, and tiMt we fttd been born 
on tbe same day* Hnd X told eod wbat X felt; eod said, ''Hit 
men feel so In Iktiven Wben anotber comes tow a r ds tbem.'' 
Hnd be wbo ran towards me beld my band, and led me tbrougb 
tbebr^SjIrt ligbts. Hnd Wben we came among tin trees be sang 
aloud» and bto companion answered* and it was a woman, and 
be sbowed me to ber* 8be said, ''De nrnstbavc water;" andsbe 
took some in ber ftands, and fed me (X bad been afraid to drink 
of tlM water in IMl) and thty gatbered fruit for me, and gave 
it me to eat. Cbey said, ** COe mone long to make it ripen,'' and 
tbey laugbed togetber as tbey saw me eat ft 
Cbe man said, **fk is very weary; be must sleep,'' (for X bad 
not dared to sleep in Dell), and be laid my bead on bis compan- 
ion's knee and spread f>er bair out over me. X slM»t,and all tbe 
wbile in my sleep X tbougbt X beard tbe bfrds calling across me. 
Hnd wben X woke it was like early morning, witi> tbe dew on 
everytbing* 

Hnd tfw man took my band and led me to a IHdden spot among 
tbe rodis* Cbe ground was very bard,but out of it were sprout- 
ing tiny plants, and thart was a little stream running* De said, 
''CMs is a garden we are making, no one else knows of it QU 
sbfne bere every day ; see, tlM grcMund bas cradled witb our sbfn- 
ing, and tbis little stream is bursting out 8ee, tbe flowers are 
growing* 

Hnd be climbed on tbt rocks and lacked from above two little 
flowers witb dew on tbem, and gave tbem to me. Hnd X took 
one in eacb band; my bands sbone as X beld tbem* IV said, 
''Cbis garden is for all wben it is finisbed*" Hnd be went away 
to bis companion, and X went out into tbe great patbway* 
Hnd as X walked in tht ligbt X beard a loud sound of mud> 
singing* Hnd wben X came nearer X saw one witi) closed eyes, 
singing, and bis fellows were standing round bim; and tbe 
ligM on the closed eyes was brigbter tban anytbing X bad seen 
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SUMWgPliO* ^^^ 

Snd X MMM wpy tbccjKs odomcsow 

HndbeeaSd^^dbq^caanet sec, and we Imvc fciaacd tlwm titt 
they afeone 80/^ 
nns lf)e|Moplc jpHMtw closci^ wiMd iMM» 

/IMI IMMO JL WtUC H ItmC IVrUMV JL MW ft CffOWCI CtOMWg 
ttnOM tDC trM8 OT llgllC WHO fifrCw UUgMW* VIOM tnCJ^ ttlW 

ctoee t aay tfcey onrrfad Oiie wft^^ 

cadnc fraifi the mafmcd ttntto so Ufiglyt tfwt I coirid not look 

gnd leaMt owK, "VlfMt felt?;* 

Dc ftfiowcNdy CMS Is omr UictlMf who oMt fWU tnd lost his 
bstids snd fcctf snd sfnot then he ci i isot help Mnisetf ; hut we 
hsve touched the i wiiwed s tuw ips so often tMt now thej^ shine 
sngDvef tiwn worpjnns w ueawn* vie nss imn on mn ne msjp 
shfne on things thst need nnMh hest* fi o one fs sUowed to heep 
mni lonRt ne vctunuo io siit a niep wen on junong xnt xwtn^ 
/f I e>id tc ecd^ *Xhfe fe a gtwa igc fernd, I l»d tfccbght MiwJ- 
ncss snd ntsfmedncss weve svest evils* Refe men niMe them to 

6oa 8ald» ^Dfdflt tboii tfMn tMnfc ^t toM ImkI OMd of CMS «ndl 

And X wsined down the sMiiinsf wsy with pslnis on tUntr hsnd» 
Xssid to 6odt GvdP sinoe X wss s little cbUd snd sst stone 
snd crfedt X hsse dmnwcl of this land^ and now X will not no 
away again* X will stay here and shfne*^ Hnd X began to tme 
oiT my garmems^ mac i. niignc soMe as cmers ni vnac lanaj 

to 6od, ^Dow fe It ? " 

God Mid, **!» thtn vo dark Mood In iwarfxart; felt Wtt«r 

Malnst none? 

Jind I said, **Y» $" «ni I ihcmffift-^^ficm fo tlte time 

wImi I wftl tett 6od tint 'Wfrfch X M«e Imm iw cjmi ii g to telt 
Mm all ^oiML Ikmv hidlr mw f dlovMMcn liavc tMatod mc» Row 

fney nave iinwinuetw oon me* now ju naw iHeiMeci id oe ma^ 
naninioiis and genevovs to them^ and they % nndXheganto 
tnl 6od; hnt when X lo o ne d down idl the flowevB were wilhei^- 
ing mider my hreath^ and X was sOent* 
And vod catted me to come up higher^ and X gathered my 
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mantle about im A followed Mm <<^ Hnd ti)e rodw grew f>{sf)cr A 

steeper on every side; and we came at laot to a place wlxire a 

great mountain roee» wf)oee top was lost in the clouds* Hnd 

on its side X saw men woriting; and they pidud at the eartfe 

with huge pidts; and X saw tMt they labored mic^ly* Hnd 

some labored in companies, but most labored singly* Hnd X saw 

the drops of sweat nill from tbdr f ordwads, and the nnisdes 

of tbeir arms stand out with labor* Hnd X said, ''X bad not 

thought in fkxven to see men labor so! ^ Hnd X thought of the 

garden where men sang and loved, and X wondered that any 

should choose to labor on that bare mountain-side* Hnd X saw 

upon tf)e foreheads of the men as they worlted a ligh^ and the 

drops tri>id) fell from them as they worfied had li^^ 

Hnd X ashed 6od what they were sedting for* 

Hnd 0od toudMd my eves, and X saw that What they ^und 

were small stones, xmm had been too bright for me to see be- 

^re ; and X saw ti)at the light of the stones and the light on 

the men's f ord)eads was the same* Hnd X saw that when one 

found a stone he passed it on to his fellow, and he to another, 

and he to another* ffo man hept the stone he found* Hnd at 

times they gathered in great company about when a large stone 

was found, and raised a great shout; so that the tky rang; 

then th^ worked on i^in* 

Hnd X ashed 6od what they did with the stones they found at 

last* Qwi God toudMd my eyes again to make them stronger; 

and X looked, and at mv very feet was a mighty crown* Che 

light s treamed out from it. 

0od said, ** 6ach stone as they find it is set here*'' 

Hnd the crown was wrought according to a marvdous pattern; 

one pattern ran ti>rough all, yet ead> part was different* 

X sakl to God, ''Dow does ead> man know where to set his 

stone, so that the pattern is worked out?" 

God said, ''Because in the light his ford)ead sheds cad) man 

sees faintly outlined that full crown*" 

Hnd X said, " But how is it that ead> stone is joined along its 

c<^|es to its fdlows, so that there is no seam anywhere?" 

God said, "Che stones are alive; they grow*" 

Hnd X said, "But what does ead> man gain by his working?" 

God said, "Re sees his outline filled*" 

X said, "But thoee stones yAMh are last set cover theee whid> 
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wtn ffrat; and tfwec wCU agafn be covered by those trfyfch 
cometater.'* 

God said, ^Cbey an covered, but not bfd* Cbe light {8 tf)e light 
of all* OKthoiit the first, no last" 
Hnd X said to eod, ''Olben will this crown be ended?** 
Hnd €k)d said, ''Loolt upl** 

I loolied up; and X saw tht mountain tower above me, but its 
summit X could not see; it was lost Ui the douds. 
6od said no more. 

Hnd X loofied at the crown: then a longing sdzcd me* Lilie the 
passion of a mother for the d>ild whein death has taken; lilu 
tht yearning of a friend for the friend whom life hw burled; 
like the hunger of dying eyes for a life tfiat is slipping; like tht 
thirst of a soul for love at its first spring waking, so, but 
fiercer was the longing in me* 

X ciicd to €od, ''X too will work here; X too will set stones in 
tht wonderful pattern; it SImII grow beneath my hand* Hnd ff 
it ht that, laboring here for years, X should not find one stone, 
at least X will be with the men that labor here* X shall hear 
thdt shout of ky wf)en ead> stone is found; X shall |oin in 
tf)eir triumph, X Shall Sl)out among them; X shall see tht crown 
grow*** 80 great was mv longing as X looked at the crown, X 
ti)Ought a faint light fell from my ^rchead also*' 
6od said, '^Do vou not hear tht singing in tht gardens?" 
X said, ^No» X hear nothing; X see only tht crown*" Hnd X was 
dumb wM> longing; X forgot all the flowers of the lower 
Heaven and tf)e siting there* Hnd X ran forward, and threw 
my mantle on tht earm and bent to seise one of the mighty 
toots which lay there* X could not lift it from tht earth* 
6od said, '^ Qlhere iMSt thou earned tht si r e iig U ) to raise it? 
Cake up tfyy mantle." 

Hnd X took up my mantle and Mlowed where God called me; 
butX looked badt and X saw tht crown burning, my crown tlMt 
X had loved* 

IXgher and higher we dimbcd and tht air grew tf»inner* ff ot a 
tree or plant was on tht bare rodis, and the stillness was un- 
broken* Iffy breath came hard and quicfi, and the blood crept 
withhi my fingertips* X said to 6od, ''Xs this Heaven?" 
God said, **y[t»i it to tht highest*" 
Hnd still we climbed* X said to God, ''X cannot breathe so high." 
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0od Mid, ^Bccauee ttte afr fa piirtl ** Badmvhttd grew dfssy, 

and as X cUmbed the blood hunt from my nngcMipa* 

Cbcn we came out upon a tonety mountatn43op. 

No Hying being mopped there; but far off on a ootitary fieak X 

eaw a lonely figure etandfng* ^SXMhtr it tvere man or woman 

X could not tell; ^r partly it eecmcd tht figure of a woman, 

but ite limbe were the m^bty Vtmba of a man* X aehcd 0od 

wbetl)er it wae man or woman* 

6od said, ^Xn the least Ika^pen s^ reigns supreme; fn tht 

higher it is not noticed; but in the highest it does net eeist**' 

Hnd X saw the figure bend over its work, and labor mightily, 

but what it laboNd at X could not see. 

X said to God, "" Row came it here ? "^ 

6od said, ^By a bloodv stair* 8tep by step it mounted from 

the lowest Dell, and day by day as Dell grew farther and 

Deaden no nearer, it hung alone between two worlds* Dour by 

hour in tlmt bitter struggle its limbs grew larger, till there fell 

from it rag by rag the garments whid) it started with* Drops 

fell from its ms as it strained them; ead) step ft cUmbed was 

wet tiHth blood* Chen it came out here*'' 

Hnd X thought of the garden ythtrt men sang wi^ their arms 

around one another; and the mountain-side where they worhed 

in company* Hnd X shuddered* 

Hnd X said, "" Xs it not terribly alone here?*' 

0od said, ""Xt is never alonel^' 

X said, "'Olhat has it for all its labor? X see nothflkg return 

toit*** 

Chen 6od toudMd my eyes, and X saw stretdMd out beneaH) 

us the plains of Deaven and Dell, and all tlwt was witlyfn them* 

ft God said, ^'fk'om that lone height on wf>ich he stands, all 

things are open. Co him is clear the shining in the garden, he 

sees the flower break f ortl> and the streams sparkle; no Shout 

is raised upon the mountain-side but his ear may hear it. fh 

sees the crown grow and the light shoot from ft* Hll Dell is 

ri to him* fk sees the paths mount upwards. Co hfm,IMl is 
seed-ground from whid> Reaven ^Mrings. Ik sees the sap 
ascending.'' 

Hnd X saw the figure bend over its work, and Hk l^fht from fits 
tu€ fell upon ft* 

Hnd X said to 0od, "^ Olhat is ft makfng?" 
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Hnd eod Mid, **flbnlk\** jind be tOMdxd my cars, and I 
beard ft 

Hnd after a long wKfU X wbtopered to 0od, **Zhto to lyeavcn.'' 
Hnd God ashed me wby X was crying. But X could not answer 
forloy* 

Bxidthc tut turned from its work, and tf)e tight felt upon me. 
Chen it grew so bright X coutd not see things smaratety ; and 
whid) were God, or the man, or X, X coutd not tett; we were att 
Intended. X cried to God, ^CDbere are you?'' twit there was no 
answer, onty music and tight* 

Hfterwards, wlMn it had grown so darfi again tint X coutd see 
tMngs sefMiratety, X found that X was standing thtre wr a ppe d 
tight in my tittte old, brown, earthly ctoab, and God and tbt 
man were separated from ead) other, and from me. 
X did not dare say X would go and make music beside the man. 
X fmew X could not read) even to his fmee, nor move the instru- 
ment ht played. But X tl)ought X would stand there on my 
tittle peak and sing an accompaniment to that great music. 
Hnd X tried; but my voice failM.Xt piped and quavered. X could 
not sing that tune. X was silent. 
Chen God pointed to me, that X should go out of Deaven. 
Hnd X cried to God, '^ Oh, let me stay here 1 Xf indeed it be, as 
X Imow it is, that X am not great enough to sing upon the 
mountain, nor strong enough to labor on its sid^ nor bright 
enough to sl>ine and love within the warden, at least let me go 
down to tht great gateway; humbty X Witt kneel there, sweep- 
ing; and, as the saved pass in, X will see d)e tight upon their 
races. X shall hear the singing in the garden, and the shout upon 

the hillside ** 

God said, ''Xt may not be; '^ he pointed. 

Hnd X cried, '^Xf X may not stay in IVaven, tf)en let me go 

down to Dell, and X wilt grasp tht hands of men and women 

there; and slowly, holding one another's hands, we will work 

our way upwards." 

dtitl God pointed. 

Hnd X threw myself upon the earth and cried, ^6arth is so 

small, so meani Xt is not meet a soul should see IVaven and be 

cast out againl" 

Hnd God laid his hand on me, and said, ** Go back to earth; 

that which you sedt is tf)ere." 
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I awokt : ft was iii B r iili i g. Cbc sUaice and darimtae of the 
night were gone. Cbrougb my narrow attfc window I eaw tiK 
tight of another day. I cleeed my mo and turned towards the 
wall : I could not looh upon die dull gray world. 
In the streets below, men and women streamed past by hun- 
dreds; I heard the beat of their feet on the pavement |«en on 
tficir way to business; servants on errands; boys hurrying to 
school; weary professors pacing slowly the old street ; prosti- 
tutes, men and women, draogina their feet wearily after last 
nigbfs debauch; artists wim quicli,{mpatfent footsteps; trades- 
men for orders; children to seek for bread. I heard ax stream 
beat by.Hnd at the alley's mouth, at the street comer, a broken 
barrel-organ was playing; sometimes ft quavered and almost 
stopped, then went on again, lihe a l>roiien human voice. 
I listened: my heart scarcely moved; it was as cold as lead. 
I could not bar the long day before me; and I tried to sleq> 
again; yet still I Ixard the feet upon the eavcment Hnd sud- 
denly Ibeard them cry loud as they beat, "nie arc seeMngl— 
we arc seeking I — wc are seeking I " and the broken barrel-organ 
at the street comer sobbed, "Che Beautiful I— the Beautifuti— 
the Beauttfull" Hni my heart, which had been dead, cried out 
with every throb, " Love I— Crutbl— the Beautifull— the Beau- 
tiful I "It was the music I had hcafd in Rcavcn that I could 
not sing there. 
Hnd fully I awoke. 

Opon the faded quilt across my bed a long yellow streak of 
pale London sunlight was lying. It fell through my narrow 
attic window. 
I laughed. I rose. 
I was glad the long day was before me. 
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